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Arke with him, whose seede in processe of time, was multiplyed to
infinite numbers of nations, which in divers sortes devided them-
selves to sundry quarters of the earth. And forasmuch as all the
posteritie being mightely encreased followed not the perfect lyfe of
Noe theyr predicessor, God chose out of the multitude, a peculiar
people to himselfe, to whome afterwardes beeing under the governe-
ment of Moises in Mount Synay, hee made a graunt to inherite the
Lande of Canaan, called the Land of Promise, with all th'other rich
and fertile Countryes next adjoyning therunto. Neverthelesse, before
they came to possession therof, having beene afflicted with many
greevous punishments and plagues for theyr sinnes, they fell in
dispayre to enjoy the same.
But beeing encouraged and comforted by theyr Rulers, (men of
God) they proceeded, arming themselves with all patience, to suffer
what soever it shoulde please God to sender and at last attaining to
the Lande, they were encountered with great numbers of strong
people and myghtye Kinges.
Josua. 4. Notwithstanding Josua theyr leader, replenished with the spirite
of God, beeing assured of the justnes of his quarrell, gathered the
cheefe strength of the children of Israeli together, to the number of
40000, with whom he safely passed the huge River Jourden, and
having before sent privie spyes for the discovery of the famous
Josua. 6. Cittie Jerico, to understand the certaintie of the Cittizens estate, he
foorthwith came thether, and environed it rounde aboute, with his
whole power the space of sveen dayes.
In which respite, perceiving none of the Gentiles disposed to
yeeld or call for mercie, he then commaunded (as God before had
appointed) that both the Cittie Jericho should be burned, yea, and
all the inhabitaunts, as well olde as young, with all their cattell,
should be destroied, onelie excepted Raiab, her kindred and Famiiie,
because she before had hid secretly the messengers of Josua, that
were sent thether as spies. As for all their golde, silver, precious
stones, or vesselles of brasse, they were reserved and consecrated to
the Lords treasurie.
Josua. 8. In like manner he burned the cittie Hay, slew the inhabitants
thereof, and hanged up their King. But for so much as the Gebionites
(fearing the like event) sent Ambassadors unto Josua, to intreate for
grace, favour, and peace: he commaunded that all their lives should
be saved, and that they should be admitted to the companie of the
Josua. 9. children of Israel. Yet understanding afterwards they wrought this
by a poilicie, he used them as drudges to hewe wood and to carie